Humaine," and the 30,000 from the sale of Les Jardies, besides 10,000 francs from his other works, and 20,000 from the railway du Nord ; and had calculated that his most pressing liabilities would soon be discharged. His figures and computations on the subject of money can never be relied on, and the railway du Nord was a most unfortunate speculation, and proved a constant drain on his resources. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that he was beginning to diminish perceptibly the burden of debt which pressed upon him, and that if Madame Hanska had not existed, and if on the other hand he had not himself embarked on some mad scheme or senseless piece of extravagance, he might in a few years have become a free man. These long months of expensive inaction rendered this happy solution to the troubles of his life impossible.
Meanwhile fresh misfortunes were gathering. On November 27th, 1845, Emile de Girardin, who since Dujarier's death had resumed business relations with Balzac, addressed to him a most discourteous letter. He apparently disbelieved in the terms of the agreement by which the great writer was to be paid sixty centimes a line for " Les Paysans," and demanded a certified copy of it; * and he also announced that for "Les Petites Miseres de la Vie Conjugale," which was about to appear in the Revue., he could not pay more than forty centimes,
* "La Genese d'un Roman de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoel-berch de Lovenjoul (from which the whole account of the dispute between Balzac and Emile de Girardin is taken).rch, and finished with the words, " Si la
